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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Sixth Report — “Annual Report 2012–2013” — Tabling 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [10.21 am]: I present for tabling the sixth report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission, “Annual Report 2012–13”.  

[See paper 1070.]  

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission is different 
from most other parliamentary committees in that it was established by legislation in 2003. As such, many of the 
tasks and issues that it addresses in the final year of a parliamentary session carry over to the new Parliament, 
even though the committee membership may change following an election. This has been the case in the thirty-
ninth Parliament.  

The committee spent its initial months on ensuring that tasks left over from the previous Parliament were 
successfully completed. For example, the first two reports of the committee in this Parliament contain the 
findings and recommendations of reports in the thirty-eighth Parliament to which the government had not 
responded when Parliament was prorogued for the 2013 state election. This has ensured that the extensive 
evidence gathered by the committee in 2012 to prepare the reports “Proceeds of crime and unexplained wealth: 
A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?” and “How the Corruption and Crime Commission handles 
allegations and notifications of Police misconduct” was addressed by the re-elected Liberal–National 
government.  

Another example of the joint standing committee’s commitment to ensuring matters are completed was its 
resolution in the thirty-eighth Parliament to refer the issue of the timeliness of CCC investigations to the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, Hon Michael Murray, QC, for inquiry.  

The committee was surprised to be told during a hearing with the Corruption and Crime Commissioner, Mr 
Roger Macknay, QC, in November 2012, that the CCC did not have guidelines for how long investigations 
should take into a complaint about misconduct. Although the parliamentary inspector’s report was tabled at the 
end of this reporting period, his inquiry into this matter had already led Commissioner Macknay to undertake 
four major changes to the CCC’s procedures.  

The principal role of the committee, as laid out by standing order 289 of the Legislative Assembly, is to — 

(a) monitor and report to Parliament on the exercise of the functions of the Corruption and Crime 
Commission and the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission;  

Each year it has been the practice of the committee to convene annual public review hearings attended by the 
Corruption and Crime Commissioner and executive staff and separately by the parliamentary inspector and his 
assistant. This practice has continued in this reporting period.  

A key focus of the committee during the final year of the thirty-eighth parliamentary session was to continue its 
investigation into the implications of the government’s proposed reform agenda, which would confer on the 
CCC an organised crime investigative function. The committee’s strong view, as expressed in multiple reports 
during the thirty-eighth Parliament, including its twenty-eighth report, “Proceeds of crime and unexplained 
wealth: A role for the Corruption and Crime Commission?”, was that amendments that might see CCC 
investigators working in concert with WA Police officers in the fight against organised crime would compromise 
the authentic independence of the CCC’s priority task of police oversight. The committee’s belief was that if the 
CCC is to be directly engaged in the fight against organised crime, its activities should be confined to specific 
crime-fighting strategies that are currently not satisfactorily pursued in Western Australia, such as the 
investigation of unexplained wealth under the provisions of the Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000. The 
committee’s view was well supported by then Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission, 
Hon Chris Steytler, QC, who said that the commission’s functions in respect of organised crime should be 
distanced as far as possible from areas within which it will work closely with police officers undertaking 
investigations of that kind. His views were reported to the thirty-eighth Parliament in the committee’s twenty-
ninth report, “Guarding the guardians”, tabled in August 2012.  

To summarise the committee’s activities at a glance, during the course of the reporting period for 2012–13, the 
committee met for deliberative hearings on 20 occasions; made 93 formal resolutions; held eight public hearings 
attended by 18 witnesses; held a closed hearing attended by two witnesses; met for five briefings, at which seven 
people provided information; undertook investigative travel to Melbourne and Sydney and met with 
representatives of the Office of Police Integrity in Victoria, the New South Wales Police Force and the New 
South Wales Ombudsman; and tabled several reports in both houses of Parliament.  
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On behalf of the committee chairman, I take this opportunity to thank all the people who appeared before the 
committee over the past 12 months as witnesses, as well as those who made themselves and their facilities 
available for committee briefings. In particular, I thank the Corruption and Crime Commissioner and the 
parliamentary inspector and their staff for assisting the committee to effectively carry out its oversight role. I 
also thank members of the thirty-eighth Parliament committee: Hon Nick Goiran, MLC; Mr John Hyde, MLA; 
Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm, MLC; and Mr Frank Alban, MLA. I note that Mr Hyde was the inaugural chair of 
the Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption, known as GOPAC Australia, which was 
established in August 2012. The Global Organization of Parliamentarians Against Corruption is a cross-party 
organisation of politicians working to make their societies less vulnerable to corruption. The committee plans to 
contribute to the future work of GOPAC in the Indian–Pacific region, especially by supporting some of the 
smaller Parliaments with information gathered from the experience of the operations of the CCC and the joint 
standing committee in Western Australia. The committee of the thirty-ninth Parliament has Hon Nick Goiran, 
MLC, as chair, and he was joined by three new members—the deputy chair, Mr Paul Papalia, CSC, MLA; the 
member for South West Region, Hon Adele Farina, MLC; and me. As was the case in the last Parliament, the 
committee members are ably supported by the committee secretariat, which consists of a research officer and a 
principal research officer. I thank the four staff who filled these roles in the two Parliaments: Mr John King and 
Mr Michael Burton during the thirty-eighth Parliament and Dr David Worth and Ms Jovita Hogan for the thirty-
ninth Parliament. Their support and professionalism is much appreciated.  
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